
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   Council   Minutes,   November   4,   2019   

Present:  Pastor  Michael  Robinson  ,  Ben  Engelhard,  Steve  Zinger,  John  Halley,  Susan             
Falk,  Charlie  Wingerd,  John  Frantz,  Jenn  Harris,  Laurie  Mazur,  Jeanne  Hendricks  and             
Jess  Freeman.  Guests:  Dan  &  Christi  Lebak,  Lou  Patz  (in  attendance  through  giving              
Christi’s   appeal   only)   and   Steve   Slepecki   (intern)  

  Call   to   Order:    Ben   Engelhard   called   the   meeting   to   order   at   7:02   pm.  

Devotions:  Pastor  Mike’s  devotions  were  from  Revelations  5:  11-14  (in  honor  of  All              
Saints’   Sunday).  

Pastor’s  Report:  In  addition  to  the  care  &  concern  list,  Pastor  Mike  provided  thanks  to                
Scott  Obrosky  for  playing  piano  this  week  and  next,  announced  Thanksgiving  service             
will   be   held   here,   at   St.   John’s,   on   Nov.   26 th    at   7:30pm.  

Guest  Speaker:  Christi  Lebak  made  an  appeal  for  council  to  reconsider  the  September              
8,   2019   vote   to   eliminate   the   8:00am   service   beginning   December,   2019.  

Secretary’s   Report:    Tabled   in   Matt   Pritchard’s   absence.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jenn  Harris  distributed  and  reviewed  the  Treasurer’s  Report.  Jenn            
noted  that  giving  has  picked  up  since  last  month,  the  deficit  was  down  approximately               
$1,000   and   we   are   currently   approximately   $15,000   under   budget.   

Correspondence:  Thank  you  letters  were  received  from  the  quilters  and  from  the             
Farmer’s  Market.  Appeal  letters  regarding  the  8am  service  were  received  from  three             
members.  

President’s  Report:  Ben  Engelhard  thanked  council  for  his  time  serving  and  noted  that              
he  will  be  able  to  continue  to  maintain  the  website  since  he  will  be  off  council  due  to                   
term   limits.  

Budget    -   Passed:  

  81   -   yes;   10   -   no;   and   3   -   abstain  

   Kitchen    -   Passed:  

  82   -   yes:   1   -   no;   and   9-   abstain.  

 



Committee   Reports   (committees   not   listed   below   had   no   reports)  

Worship:  John  Halley  circulated  the  most  recent  worship  committee  minutes  via  email             
prior  to  the  council  meeting.  John  Halley  made  a  motion  that  Dave  Freeman  be               
accepted  as  Bell  Choir  Director  with  compensation  as  listed  in  the  approved  2020              
budget.  Susan  Falk  seconded  the  motion,  which  passed  with  one  abstention.  John             
Halley  requested  that  in  the  future  budgets  be  requested  from  committee  chairs  prior  to               
the  overall  church  budget  being  brought  to  the  congregation.  John  Frantz  agreed,             
noted  that,  in  years  past,  committee  budget  requests  had  been  provided  in  this  way               
and  he  suggested  that  this  opportunity  (to  submit  budgets)  be  offered  in  August  yearly.               
There  was  discussion/suggestion  that  there  be  a  committee  advisory  “board”  and/or  that             
committee   policies   and   procedures   be   passed   to   the   incoming   committee   chairs.   

Youth:  Jess  Freeman  reported  that  the  Operation  Christmas  Child  packing  party  is             
scheduled  for  Nov.  17;  the  Christmas  pageant  is  scheduled  for  Dec.  22  (rehearsals  to               
be  weekly  beginning  Nov.  10);  and  information  for  the  2021  National  Youth  Gathering  in               
Minnesota   has   been   disseminated.  

Christian  Education:  Jeanne  Hendricks  reported  there  were  2  4 th  graders  who  made             
their  1 st  Communion  yesterday  and  the  Advent  Fair  is  scheduled  for  Dec.  1  during  the                
Sunday   School   hour.  

Evangelism:  Charlie  Wingerd  reported  two  people  have  pledged  to  become  members            
and   Nov.   17   is   suggested   as   a   time   to   invite   people   to   Advent.  

Finance:  John  Frantz  reported  that  Pastor  has  been  signed  up  for  Portico  for  2020  and                
that  the  final  wiring  installation  for  the  new  TVs  in  the  education  wing  is  scheduled  to  be                  
completed   in   a   week   or   so.  

Stewardship:  Steve  Zinger  reported  Stewardship  Sunday  is  scheduled  for  Nov.  17  (he             
will  be  doing  a  Temple  Talk),  there  has  been  no  response  from  the  appeal  letter  and                 
pledge   cards   are   coming   in.  

Women  of  St.  John’s  (WOSJ):  Steve  Zinger  reported  the  Angel  Tree  tags  are  in  and  the                 
tree   should   be   up   this   coming   weekend.  

Men  of  St.  John’s  (MOSJ):  Steve  Zinger  reported  the  Pork  &  Sauerkraut  dinner  is               
scheduled   for   Nov.   9.  

Property:  Steve  Zinger  reported  that  Ben  Engelhard  signed  the  contract  for  the  kitchen              
renovation.  



Old   Business  

1.  Organ  Repair  –  John  Frantz  reported  that  we  have  passed  the  80%  mark;  Walker                
suggested  and  decision  was  made  to  have  the  interior  of  the  console  be  made  a                
contrasting  stain  color  (at  no  additional  cost);  and  the  projected  reinstall  date  of  the               
console   is   Dec.   15  

  

New   Business  

1.  Benevolence  distribution  –  John  Frantz  reported  there  is  $11,650  to  be  distributed  (as               
ratified  by  the  congregation  in  October)  in  the  month  of  December.  He  requested              
council  submit  suggestions  for  distribution  in  the  next  few  weeks  so  the  vote  can  be  held                 
next   month.  

2.  John  Frantz  made  a  motion  that  Dave  Freeman  be  employed  as  an  employee  of  the                 
church  and  paid  hourly.  Jenn  Harris  seconded  the  motion  which  passed  with  one              
abstention   (Jess   Freeman,   as   spouse).  

3.  Reconsideration  of  the  8am  service  -  Steve  Zinger  made  a  motion  to  rescind  the  vote                 
to  eliminate  the  8am  service  in  order  to  provide  additional  time  to  explore  the  continued                
viability  of  this  service.  Jeanne  Hendricks  seconded  the  motion,  which  passed            
unanimously.  

4.  Council  2020  –  Ben  reported  there  are  five  members  leaving  council;  ideally,  we               
should  have  15  council  members;  one  new  member  has  been  nominated  and  Ben              
requested   all   council   members   make   an   effort   to   find   other   nominees   by   Nov.   24 th .  

Next  Meeting:  December  2  at  6:30pm  with  a  potluck  dinner  and  welcoming  new  council               
members.  

The   meeting   adjourned   at   9:12pm   and   closed   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.  

  Respectfully   Submitted,  

Jeanne   Hendricks   for  

Matt   Pritchard  

Council   Secretary  

 


