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Annual   Meeting   Minutes  

January   26,   2020  

  

Matt  Pritchard,  current  President,  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  11:50  a.m.  in  the  undercroft.                
There  were  at  least  56  voting  (C8.02)  members  in  attendance,  constituting  a  quorum.  All               
attendees  were  provided  with  a  package  containing  the  Annual  Committee  Reports,  the  2019              
Interim  Audit  Report,  minutes  from  the  last  annual  meeting  and  an  agenda.  The  meeting               
coincided   with   a   brunch   that   was   served   by   the   Men   of   St.   John’s   (MOSJ).  

Devotions/Litany:  Pastor  Robinson  led  the  “Opening  Liturgy”  from  the  ELCA’s  Annual  Report             
packet   cover.  

President’s  Remarks:  Mr.  Pritchard  introduced  Ben  Engelhard,  former  president.  Mr.  Engelhard            
thanked  everyone  for  their  support  during  his  six  years  on  council.  He  noted  he  has  received                 
many  thanks  for  the  organ  restoration;  however,  he  noted  that  the  effort  for  this  project  began                 
with   Jack   Schattauer.   

Mr.  Pritchard  encouraged  all  in  2020  to  commit  to  continually  assess  stewardship  from  all               
aspects.  He  mentioned  that  the  response  to  the  organ  project  was  excellent,  yet  the  overall                
budget  was  not  as  good.  He  noted  his  delight  that  new  members  agreed  to  serve  on  council.                  
He  thanked  Charlie  Wingerd  for  ideas  regarding  engaging  youth/technology  savvy  members  to             
provide  tools/deliverables  that  may  lead  to  more  participation  in  the  operation  of  the  church.               
Lastly,  he  indicated  a  commitment  to  exploring  partnerships  with  other  congregations  and  cited,              
as  an  example,  the  success  Youth  Leader  Kerry  Anderson  encountered  by  partnering  with  the               
Youth   Leader   at   Christ   Episcopal   for   the   ski   trip   that   had   50+   participants.  

Secretary’s  Report:  A  motion  to  approve  the  minutes  of  the  2018  Annual  Meeting  was  made  by                 
Joe   Balogi   and   seconded   by   Steve   Zinger.    The   motion   carried   on   a   voice   vote.  

Pastor’s  Report:  Pastor  Robinson  reviewed  his  written  report,  which  was  reproduced  in  the              
Annual  Meeting  packet,  and  encouraged  all  to  ponder  “where  is  God  leading  our  church?”.  He                
recognized  the  14  members  who  had  passed  in  2019  and  appealed  to  all  to  encourage  others  to                  
get  involved.  He  noted  the  large  turnover  in  church  council  and  thanked  Ben  Engelhard  for  his                 
years   as   President.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jen  Harris  thanked  the  Finance  Committee,  Debi  Gloeckler  and  Bonnie             
Polaski  for  helping  in  her  first  year  as  Treasurer.  She  reviewed  her  written  report,  which  was                 



included  in  the  Annual  Meeting  packet,  noted  that  we  were  slightly  over  budget  in  2019,  there                 
was  generous  giving  for  the  organ  project  and  regular  giving  was  down  (possibly  due  to  the                 
organ).  We  were  approximately  $19,000  under  on  giving  and  benevolence  was  about  $30,000.              
She  listed  some  of  the  benevolence  beneficiaries  and  mentioned  the  Schran  CD  investment              
fund.  

GSJF  Report :  Jim  Stossel  reviewed  his  written  report  on  the  Greater  St.  John’s  Fund  (GSJF),                
which  was  included  in  the  Annual  Meeting  packet.  He  noted  that  almost  50%  of  the  bequeathed                 
amount  since  its  inception  in  1989  has  been  used  for  benevolence  (all  from  earnings).  He                
explained  that  the  committee  meets  throughout  the  year,  anyone  is  welcome  to  attend  meetings               
and  the  committee  uses  a  formula  to  make  determinations  about  distributions.  Mr  Stossel              
encouraged  all  members  to  sign  up  for  Simply  Giving  (John  Frantz  can  assist  with  questions),  to                 
consider  GSJF  in  our  planned  giving  and  estate  planning  (John  Halley  can  assist  with               
questions).  

Committee  Reports :  Mr.  Pritchard  noted  the  various  written  reports  from  the  various  committees              
for  2019,  which  were  included  in  the  Annual  Meeting  packet.  He  welcomed  all  members  to                
attend   any   council   meeting   (as   a   guest)   or   to   formally   join   council.  

New  Business :  Mr.  Pritchard  introduced  a  motion,  approved  by  Council,  concerning  the             
distribution   of   certain   funds   from   the   GSJF   to   be   paid   in   2020   as   follows:  

“Council  recommends  the  congregation  authorize  a  4.9%  distribution  of  the  3  year  average              
value  from  the  Greater  St.  John’s  Fund  to  be  paid  in  2020.  The  Congregation  is  to  ratify  the                   
following  motion:  Distribute  $45,000  from  the  Greater  St.  John’s  fund  in  2020,  allocated  as               
follows:  $20,000  for  Benevolence  and  $25,000  to  Operating  Fund  deficit  with  any  excess  to               
Capital   Projects.”  

A  motion  to  that  effect  was  offered  by  Ben  Englehard  and  seconded  by  Steve  Zinger.  Steve                 
Zinger  and  Dan  Lebak  distributed  paper  ballots  and  the  motion  carried  56  to  0  with  0                 
abstentions.  

John  Frantz  brought  attention  to  the  distribution  of  benevolence  to  ELCA  Mission  Support,  the               
Southwest  Synod  and  various  agencies.  He  encouraged  the  Congregation  to  provide            
comments  to  Council  throughout  the  year  regarding  particular  agencies  to  whom  we  could              
provide  benevolence.  Council  typically  makes  the  decision  for  distribution  by  November  of  each              
year.  

Organ  Update:  John  Frantz  reviewed  the  report  included  in  the  Annual  Meeting  packet,              
provided  a  thank  you  to  all  who  contributed  and  supported  this  project.  He  noted  that  with  Al                  
Sterner’s  passing,  we  are  thankful  to  have  had  the  organ  operational  prior  to  Christmas.  He                
noted  that  we  ended  the  year  with  an  approximate  $2,300  surplus,  the  releathering  work  will                



begin  in  January,  2020,  final  voicing  will  occur  after  that  and  a  celebratory  concert  will  be  given                  
when   work   is   complete.  

Jason  Snead  noted  that  if  donors  can  provide  their  funds  before  the  final  payment  is  to  be  made                   
in   February,   2020,   it   would   help   keep   the   amount   needing   to   be   borrowed   to   a   minimum.  

Auditor’s  Report:  Steve  Zinger  reviewed  the  Interim  Audit  Report,  which  was  included  in  the               
Annual  Meeting  packet.  A  formal,  final  Audit  Report  for  2019  will  be  offered  by  Mr.  Zinger  in  due                   
course.  It  is  typical  not  to  offer  a  final  report  at  the  Annual  Meeting  due  to  the  work  necessary  to                     
close  the  books  from  the  previous  year  and  assess  year-end  reports  all  within  the  month  of                 
January.  

Installation  of  Officers  and  Council :  Pastor  Robinson  introduced  the  2020  Officers  and  members              
of   Council   and   conducted   an   invocation   of   installation.  

Close:  Mr.  Pritchard  introduced  a  round  of  applause  to  the  MOSJ  for  the  meal.  Ben  Englehard                 
made  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  meeting  which  was  seconded  by  Steve  Zinger.  The  motion                
carried   by   voice   vote.    The   meeting   adjourned   at   12:25   p.m.  

Respectfully   submitted,  

Jeanne   Hendricks   for  
Heidi   Scarsella,   Secretary,   Church   Council  


