
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Perrysville, Pennsylvania 
Council Minutes 
Date: February 4, 2019 

Attendees: 

Ben Engelhard, President; Steve Zinger, Vice President; Jenn Harris, Treasurer; Matt Pritchard,            
Secretary; Pr. Michael Robinson, Pastor; Melinda Dishong; John Frantz; Jess Freeman; Susan            
Falk; John Halley; Jeanne Hendricks; Mark Anderson; Laurie Mazure and Charlie Wingerd were             
present.  There were no guests. 

The meeting was called to order in the undercroft of the church by President Ben Engelhard at                 
7:01pm. 

Devotions: Pastor Robinson offered a devotion, discussing Isaiah 6, which will be the reading for               
Sunday, a powerful passage of scripture regarding the calling of the Church. Pastor noted that               
16 Lutheran pastors attended his boyhood church that included an excellent Christian Education             
program. He referenced a new book by by Eugene H. Peterson, once a Presbyterian minister               
and now a Lutheran, that discusses how we fashion God to meet our view as we imagine Him to                   
be. The teaching of sixteen Hebrew prophets from Isaiah to Malachi urge us to the presence of                 
God as He is - an excellent message. 

The devotion concluded with a prayer. 

Pastor’s Report: Regarding the care and concern list (Norbert Bakas is in hospice care at home;                
Scott Mundy recovering from triple bypass surgery; Verna Haney recovering from difficult back             
surgery at Wexford House; and Audrey Hayes at Vincentian House), Pastor Robinson reported             
that 8 people have already expressed interest in his Book club focusing on  Ambiguous Loss and                
how we can adapt to smaller losses that can take a toll on us.  

Pastor mentioned that the Synod Resource Center is excellent and assisted him in developing              
the theme for the Midweek Lenten Services, which will focus on prayer based on the parable of                 
the sower. 

Lastly, Pastor announced that the Synod Assembly will be June 13th through the 16th at CalU,                
at which time a Bishop will be elected as Bishop Kusserow is at the end of his 6-year term.                   
Bishop Kusserow is expected to be a candidate for re-election.  

Secretary’s Report: Matt Pritchard distributed (electronically) the January 2019 minutes for           
review.  A few comments concerning the circulation of minutes were made. 

A motion to accept the minutes was made by Mr. Anderson and seconded by Mr. Zinger. The                 
motion carried on a voice vote with Mr. Wingerd abstaining. 

Treasurer’s Report: Jenn Harris distributed and reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.She indicated           
that the weather impacted attendance and giving. Additionally, some outlier expenses will come             
through on next month’s report, including insurance and electric. Mrs. Harris reported donations             
of $760 to the Organ Fund. Lastly, she reported that the Schran Fund Certificate of Deposit was                 
renewed at 2.6% for an 18-month term through July 2020. 

Mr. Wingerd inquired about the water expense/budget and was informed that the budget             
anticipates expenses in both amount and timing and was properly addresses in the budgeting              
process  



President’s Report: Ben Engelhard reported on the Annual Meeting and the struggle to gain              
participation of the Congregation. He also thanked everyone for their input and discussed his              
plans for our Mission work. 

Mr. Engelhard announced plans for a Council/Staff Retreat for April 13th from 8am until 12:30               
pm at St. John’s. Council, Committee Chairs, Group Leaders and paid staff are invited and               
expected to attend (paid staff to be compensated). Part of the Retreat will be the development                
of a 3 year strategic plan for the Church, including financial and liturgical goals. Comments               
were offered about the value and potential need for participation in Mutual Ministry. 

Correspondence : Mr. Engelhard reviewed numerous thank you letters from end of year            
benevolence.  The correspondence is included as an attachment to these minutes. 

Committee Reports 

Worship and Music: John Halley distributed (electronically) and reviewed the minutes from the             
last Worship and Music Committee, highlighting the second Music Series concert and the need              
for sponsors and housing hosts. The Committee would prefer for housing for the Wittenberg              
Choir members be provided by the congregation and will look for assistance from other              
churches depending on our response. Mr. Halley noted that financial shortfalls, if any, may need               
to be paid from the Choir Restricted Fund if necessary. 

Youth: Jessica Freeman (via Kerry Anderson) distributed (electronically) and reviewed the report            
of the Youth Committee.  There were no questions or discussion. 

Christian Education:  NO REPORT. 

Evangelism: Charlie Wingerd reported that he is using the Liturgical calendar to schedule Coffee              
Receptions following the 10:15am services and circulated a “host” sign-up sheet, which will be              
posted. He noted that the MOSJ/WOSJ typically sponsor the coffee for Mother’s Day and              
Father’s Day respectively. He also encouraged council members to sponsor a coffee, as well.              
There were no questions. 

Stewardship:  NO REPORT. 

Social Ministry/WOSJ: Steve Zinger reported that the Annual Spaghetti Dinner is planned for             
Sunday, February 10th. 

MOSJ:  Steve Zinger reported that the Spring Flea Market is scheduled for April 6th. 

Finance: Mark Anderson thanked Jenn Harris for attending to the renewal of the Schran Fund               
CD.  There were no questions. 

Property: Steve Zinger reported that Dan Lebak is working on the solicitation of bids for               
improvements in the kitchen and needs to meet with Mr. Lebak on the cemetery tree               
maintenance issue. Lastly, the Committee is looking for volunteers to assist Mr. Lebak and Mr.               
Balogi with various projects - everyone is welcome! 

Old Business:  

Mr. Engelhard provided an update of the Organ Restoration Project and financing, including a              
fund total of $53,073 plus $760 in current contributions. Additionally, an Organ Project Pledge              
Committee has been formed and will be Co-Chaired by Pastor Robinson and Mr. Frantz and               
include Steve Schlipp, Jason Snead, Kathy Kosowan and Jo Harbaugh as members. The             
Committee met last Sunday and will be sending a letter to the congregation in the mail                



concerning its efforts and will follow-up next week with Pledge Cards via a mailing, as well. It                 
will be a big effort to secure the next “chunk” of funding for the project. 

Mr. Engelhard provided an update of the kitchen improvement proposal, indicating that bids are              
not complete or evaluated. 

New Business: 

Mr. Engelhard and Mr. Frantz provided a review of our insurance coverage and a plan to solicit                 
additional quotes for our coverage. Messrs. Engelhard and Frantz discussed our historic            
relationship with the Affolder Agency the need to shop our policy, which has not been evaluated                
for some time other than renewal, the difficulties in soliciting quotes and the limited number of                
producer/underwriters (Church Mutual, Brotherhood Mutual and State Farm). The plan to solicit            
additional quotes will start with contacting Barb Nugent (Synod volunteer with expertise in             
insurance).  Mr. Pritchard offered to assist in the efforts.  A report will follow next month. 

Mr. Engelhard provided a review of the Crosswalk Safety Plan (following a non-congregant             
pedestrian accident last month) and the need for updates, including: getting input from Mr.              
Wingerd as to opportunities and challenges; obtaining new cones; considering electrically           
powered warnings; and assistance from Ross Township and PennDOT. 

Mr. Engelhard provided a review of the need for a new floor in the Choir Room, including: the                  
need for safety precautions; and that the existing flooring needs to be left in place. Mr. Frantz                 
has a quotation from Intex for $3750 for a new solid-core floor and cove molding. Funds are                 
already available in a designated donor fund. Mr. Frantz proposed spending up to $3800 to               
repair and install a new Choir Room floor following obtaining a second quotation, such approach               
being supported by Council by unanimous acclamation. 

Mr. Engelhard provided a review of our current policy on Lenten Lunches and dinners and a                
plan to support those meals, including: the willingness of Kathy Buck to assist with midweek               
Lenten Lunches; the need to coordinate with Bonnie Polaski; and the need to be prepared to                
vote on support next month. Two approaches were discussed for midweek Lenten Dinners.             
The first was to use Monteverde Catering - $8.75pp/25 person minimum (approximately 30             
diners last year). The second proposed approached, offered by the Worship & Music             
Committee, is to us the community partnership program at Jason’s Deli to provide a soup/salad               
or soup/sandwich option, which is more consistent with the spirit of Lent and will run               
approximately $5pp. In either case, some system of tickets will be used. A formal vote will                
follow next month. 

Mr. Frantz moved to allocate any deficit of the $1500 honoraria for the Wittenberg University               
Choir from Restricted Fund 01-800-412, which was seconded by Mrs. Hendricks. The motion             
was approved by a unanimous voice vote. 

Next Meeting:March 4, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Zinger and seconded by Mr. Wingerd. The meeting                
adjourned at 8:51pm with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Matt Pritchard 
Council Secretary 


