
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   of   Perrysville,   Pennsylvania  
Council   Minutes  
Date:   June   3,   2019  

Attendees:  

Ben  Engelhard,  President;  Steve  Zinger,  Vice  President;  Jenn  Harris,  Treasurer;  Matt  Pritchard,             
Secretary;  Pr.  Michael  Robinson,  Pastor;  Melinda  Dishong;  John  Frantz;  Susan  Falk;  John             
Halley;  Mark  Anderson;  Laurie  Mazure  and  Charlie  Wingerd  were  present.  Jess  Freeman  and              
Jeanne   Hendricks   were   absent   but   excused.    There   were   no   guests.  

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  undercroft  of  the  church  by  President  Ben  Engelhard  at                  
7:01pm.  

 

Devotions:  Pastor  Robinson  offer  a  devotion,  discussing  the  appearance  of  the  Holy  Spirit              
during  Pentecost  (birthday  of  the  Church)  as  revealed  in  Chapter  2  of  Acts.  St.  John’s  was                 
founded  in  March  of  1867  but  the  Pentecost  is  different.  The  Church  is  similar  to  the  great  birth                   
of  the  winds.  No  physical  presents  offered  on  the  occasion  of  the  Festival  of  Pentecost.  Most                 
importantly,  the  Disciples  prayed  -  no  planning  committee  or  other  organized  structure,  yet  God               
made  it  happen.  We  should  focus  on  the  passage  and  always  respond  to  the  word  of  God,  as  it                    
calls   us   to   do.  

The   devotion   concluded   with   a   prayer.  

Pastor’s  Report:  Regarding  the  care  and  concern  list,  Pastor  Robinson  reported  that  Norb              
Bakas,  Mitzi  Linzer  and  Carolyn  Caye  need  our  prayers.  Margaret  Isengaard  will  be  100  years                
old.  Pastor  Robinson  also  reported  that  Bill  Seaman,  Kelly  Palmer  and  Eric  King  have  joined  as                 
new   members.  

Fireside  Services  will  start  on  Wednesdays  for  the  Summer.  Charlie  Wingerd  will  be  our               
delegate  to  the  Synod  Assembly,  which  will  include  voting  on  our  Bishop.  Kerry  Anderson  will                
be  on  vacation  from  June  7th  until  June  14th  and  Bonnie  Polaski  from  June  7th  until  June  28th.                   
John  Thickey  will  be  off  June  23rd  and  Scott  Obrosky  will  fill  in  for  him.  Book  Club  will  start  on                     
July   7th   at   10:45am   discussing   the   book   Holy   Envy.  

Secretary’s  Report:  Matt  Pritchard  reviewed  the  April  and  May  minutes  previously  electronically             
distributed   to   council   for   consideration.   

Motions  to  accept  both  the  April  and  May  minutes,  as  corrected  (May  only),  was  made  by  John                  
Frantz  (April)  and  Steve  Zinger  (May)  and  seconded  by  Mark  Anderson  (April)  and  John  Halley                
(May).   The   motions   carried   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jenn  Harris  distributed  and  reviewed  the  Treasurer’s  Report.  We  were             
approximately  $2300  under  budget  in  giving  in  April  and  May  was  slightly  better.  There  were                
$2500   in   organ   donations   in   May.  

President’s   Report:   



Correspondence:  Ben  Engelhard  reported  receipt  two  letters  from  Lutherlyn  and  letters  from             
Lutheran  Senior  Life,  Lutheran  World  Vision,  Northside  Common  Ministries  and  a  thank  you              
from   the   Glinski   family.  

 

Mr.  Engelhard  also  discussed  the  protocol  for  council  meetings.  In  particular,  Mr.  Engelhard              
noted  that  we  need  to  work  together  and  stick  to  the  business  of  the  distributed  agenda.  If  there                   
are  issues  that  need  discussion,  they  should  be  brought  to  the  Executive  Committee  and/or               
Pastor   Robinson.    We   need   to   focus   on   time   and   the   topic   or   business   before   Council.  

Mr.  Engelhard  proposed  going  on  hiatus  until  September  due  to  vacation  schedules.  There  will               
be  no  regular  meeting  in  July  or  August.  The  tentative  date  of  the  next  meeting  is  August  26th.                   
Mr.  Engelhard  and  Pastor  Robinson  are  working  on  committees  and  securing  more  volunteers,              
including  project-based  or  ad  hoc  teams.  Clearly,  solo  work  is  not  sustainable  and  we  need                
more   congregant   participation.  

Committee   Reports  

Worship  and  Music:  John  Halley  not  attend  the  May  meeting.  Per  Pastor  Robinson,  there  was                
a  discussion  of  the  Fireside  Service  and  performance  of  music  for  the  9:15  services,  focusing  on                 
the  Anthem  and  Hymn  for  the  Offering.  We  have  over  one  year  of  hymns  based  on  response  to                   
suggestions.  Pastor  Robinson  and  John  Thickey  will  focus  on  including  some  folk  tunes  and  old                
standards.  

Youth:  NO  REPORT  -  Mark  Anderson  reported  that  VBS  is  currently  a  big  focus  and  volunteers                 
are  still  needed,  especially  on  June  30th  (for  the  4th  of  July  parade)  to  hand  out  sing-up  forms.                   
A  water  mister  will  be  at  the  parade  for  health  and  safety.  Perry  Highway  will  close  for  the                   
parade   beginning   around   2pm.  

Christian  Education:  Jeanne  Hendricks  reported  (via  Mr.  Engelhard)  that  the  Teacher            
Appreciation   Brunch   will   be   held   on   June   9th.  

Evangelism:  Charlie  Wingerd  reported  that  there  was  a  pre-caucus  for  Synod  Assembly  to              
discuss  nominations  for  Dean  and  Synod  Council.  We  may  need  to  tap  the  Reserve  Fund  to                 
balance  the  budget.  Synod  Council  is  exploring  the  circumstances  of  the  Synod  Building,  ways               
to  increase  the  placement  of  the  Synod  in  planned  giving/wills/endowments  and  to  make              
donations  to  Mission  Support  more  regular.  The  Synod  is  trying  to  move  to  a  balanced  budget                 
within   the   next   2   years.  

Mr.  Wingerd  report  that  we  have  three  new  members  (see  Pastor’s  Report)  and  that  there  were                 
post-service  coffees  over  the  last  two  weeks.  Most  Summer  Sundays  are  open  to  coffee               
sponsors.  Mr.  Wingert  will  plan  a  coffee  for  the  visit  by  Pastor  Strobel.  Lastly,  he  touched  on  a                   
Facebook   posting   involving   ECLA   pastor   and   social   justice   issues.  

Finance:  Mark  Anderson  reported  that  we  are  developing  a  list  of  questions  for  the  renewal  of                 
our  insurance  policy  (last  renewed  March  1,  2019).  The  issue  was  tabled  until  the  first  week  of                  
January   to   get   quotes   for   everything   -   effort   will   begin   in   November.  

Stewardship:    Steve   Zinger   reported   that   his   letter   concerning   giving   is   ready   for   Bonnie.  



Social   Ministry/WOSJ:     NO   REPORT  

   

MOSJ:  Steve  Zinger  reported  that  the  Bill  McKenna  Golf  Outing  will  be  August  31,  2019  (per                 
Ben   E.   and   Andy   A.)  

 

Property:  Steve  Zinger  reported  receiving  information  for  roofer  able  to  repair  slate  for  future               
reference.  He  also  indicated  that  the  Ross  Township  Commissioners  are  working  on  the  road               
crossing  issues  based  on  the  accident  a  few  months  ago,  including  peak  hour  enforcement  of                
the   speed   limit.  

Old   Business:   

 

Organ  Project  Planning  and  Financing  Update:  John  Frantz  circulated  an  update  on  the              
fundraising  efforts  -  there  have  been  no  new  pledges  but  money  is  still  coming.  On  Tuesday,                 
John  Frantz  met  with  Al  Sterner.  Mr.  Sterner  has  refused  to  sign  our  suggested  agreement  and                 
was  “offended”  by  it  being  offered.  Mr  Sterner  indicates  that  his  proposal  spells  out  his  scope  of                  
work,  that  he  has  had  no  reported  complaints  and  no  changes  in  pricing  (except  for  the  addition                  
of   the   bench).    A   discussion   ensued.  

Mr.  Frantz  made  a  motion  to  proceed  with  a  working  arrangement  with  Mr.  Sterner  based  on  the                  
original   proposal   on   a   “voice   and   handshake”   basis.    The   motion   carried   7   for   and   3   against.  

Kitchen  Proposal  Update:  Mr.  Engelhard  reported  that  Dan  Lebak  has  solicited  quotes  for              
stove/oven  and  griddle.  They  were  in  the  $5-6,000  range,  which  is  too  high.  Will  identify  other                 
potential   bidders   and   Mr.   Zinger   will   follow-up   with   Mr.   Lebak.  

Choir  Room  Update:  We  are  waiting  on  a  quote  from  Young  Bros.  VBS  will  not  create  a                  
problem.  We  plan  to  have  the  flooring  in  by  the  end  of  June.  Mr.  Engelhard  is  looking  inro  a                    
digital   index   of   our   sheet   music.  

Auditor  Position  Update:  Mr.  Zinger  is  still  working  on  identifying  a  suitable  congregant  for  the                
position.  

Landscaping  Project  Update:  Per  Mr.  Engelhard,  as  presented  last  month,  he  is  inclined  to  table                
the  idea.  We  need  to  first  remove  the  bushes  and  examine  the  foundation,  fix  the  foundation                 
and   then   fix   the   landscaping.    Mr.   Engelhard   will   follow-up   with   the   Property   Committee.  

Bus   Trip   Proposal   -   Sights   and   Sounds   -   Update:   Mr.   Engelhard   is   still   investigating   the   plans.  

New  Business:  Mr.  Engelhard  reported  the  receipt  of  a  check  in  the  amount  of  $18,343.09  from                 
the  Zech  bequeath.  The  family  has  requested  the  Chancel  Organ  be  funded  since  PRS  is  no                 
longer  pastor.  Mr.  Frantz  spoke  with  the  family,  indicating  the  Organ  Fund  was  advancing               
nicely.  Pastor  Strobel’s  practice  was  tithing,  GSJF  and  the  organ.  A  notice  will  be  placed  in  the                  
Crossbeams  acknowledging  the  gift.  Mr.  Frantz  moved  for  a  distribution  as  follows:  10%  to               



SWPa  Synod  Mission  Support,  45%  to  the  Greater  St.  John’s  Fund  and  45%  to  the  Organ  Fund,                  
which   was   seconded   by   Mr.   Anderson.    The   motion   carried   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

 

Next   Meeting:   Tentatively   scheduled   for   August   26,   2019,   with   no   meeting   in   September.  

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Zinger  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Anderson.  The  meeting                 
adjourned   at   8:40   ________   pm   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   

 
Respectfully   submitted,  
Matt   Pritchard  
Council   Secretary  
 


