
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   of   Perrysville,   Pennsylvania  
Council   Minutes  
Date:   May   6,   2019  

Attendees:  

Ben  Engelhard,  President;  Jenn  Harris,  Treasurer;  Pr.  Michael  Robinson,  Pastor;  John  Frantz;  Jess              
Freeman;  John  Halley;  Jeanne  Hendricks;  and  Mark  Anderson  were  present.  Steve  Zinger,  Matt              
Pritchard  and  Susan  Falk  were  absent  but  excused.  Melinda  Dishong,  Laurie  Mazure  and  Charlie               
Wingerd  were  late  arriving  at  7:12p,  7:20p,  and  7:30p  respectively.  Sue  Glessner  attended  on  behalf  of                 
the   WOSJ/landscaping   issue.  

President,   Ben   Engelhard   noted   the   existence   of   a   quorum   of   council.   

The   meeting   was   called   to   order   in   the   undercroft   of   the   church   by   President   Ben   Engelhard   at   7:02pm.  

Devotions:    Pastor   Robinson   offer   a   devotion,   discussing   John   20:30-31.  

The   devotion   concluded   with   a   prayer.  

Pastor’s  Report:  Regarding  the  care  and  concern  list,  Pastor  Robinson  reported  Mitsy  Lindner  is  in                
Passavant;  Norbett  Backus  is  still  in  hospice;  Marty  Snyder  &  Walt  Vitovich  are  both  recovering  from                 
shoulder  surgery.  Pastor  reported  he  met  the  new  Dean  of  Southern  Seminary  in  NC  on  his  recent  trip.                   
He  also  noted  thank  yous  to  Pastor  Strobel  and Page  Creach. For  covering  in  his  absence;  to  John                   
Thickey  for  Holy  Week  activities;  to  confirmation  youth  for  the  service  May  5.  May  26  is  the  first  Sunday                    
of  the  summer  schedule  and  Fireside  services  begin  as  well.  The  Synod  assembly  in  June  at  California                  
University   of   PA   is   in   need   of   delegates   from   our   church.  

Secretary’s  Report:  _Due  to  several  attendees  not  receiving/reviewing  the  April  minutes,  motion  to  accept               
was   tabled   by   Ben   Engelhard   until   next   meeting.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jenn  Harris  distributed  and  reviewed  the  Treasurer’s  Report.  Jenn  reported  we  are               
below  budget  due  in  part  to  lower  Easter  tithes  and  contributions  as  well  as  a  couple  of  unexpected                   
property  items.  The  ELCA  grant  of  $1,000  for  WOSJ/MOSJ  has  been  received.  Monetary  donation  to                
Jeanne  Maier  on  account  of  the  fire  of  her  apartment  was  paid  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  “Irma  Zech”  check                     
should   be   coming   in   May.  

President’s  Report:  Ben  Engelhard  reported  he  wants  to  maintain  momentum  from  the  planning  meeting.               
Two  key  areas  identified  were  1.  Participation  and  2.  Attendance.  Some  focal  points  would  be  to  plan                  
with   other   churches   to   further   what   we   do.   

Discussion:  Some  ideas  for  the  above  were:  Susan  Glessner  has  contacts  from  a  recent  Blood  Drive  for                  
future  organization  with  other  churches  of  the  same.  Mark  Anderson  has  contacts  from  Anchorpoint               
Ministries   who   are   interested   in   combining   youth   programs.  

Correspondence:     Anchorpoint   Ministries   and   SW   PA   Synod.  

Guest  Presentation  from  Sue  Glessner  for  the  WOSJ:  Sue  Glessner  discussed  the  process  of  soliciting                
bids  for  landscaping  work  at  the  front  of  the  church.  One  bid  in  particular  seemed  to  fit  the  needs/budget                    
of  the  intended  project.  Committee  members  requested  more  detail  regarding  sizes  of  plantings,  a               
rendering  of  the  finished  project  and  improvement  of  grading.  Also  discussed  was  the  possibility  of                
replacing   the   sign   on   the   church   side.  

Committee   Reports   (Committees   not   listed   had   no   report)  



Worship  and  Music:  John  Halley  distributed  (electronically)  and  reviewed  the  minutes  from  the  last               
Worship  and  Music  Committee,  highlighting  the  retreat  and  action  points  regarding  possible  change  to  the                
8am  Sunday  service  and  the  need  for  general  committee  “beef  up”.  A  breakdown  of  finances  for  the  3                   
concerts  will  be  forthcoming.  Fireside  service  “add  ons”  are  being  discussed  (Bocce,  cookout).              
Questions  regarding  advertising  to  the  community  and  the  synod  as  well  as  the  implementation  of  the                 
bulletin   change   were   raised.    John   also   mentioned   there   is   an   issue   with   the   Tracker   organ   in   the   chapel.  

Youth:  Jessica  Freeman  reported  the  youth  had  a  bake  sale  in  April  and  Bocce/yard  game  night  is                  
scheduled   for   May   18.  

Christian  Education:  Jeanne  Hendricks  reported  the  Confirmation  class’  Seder  Meal,  Youth  Led  Services              
and  Confirmation  Camp  went  well.  Confirmation  and  the  last  Sunday  School  is  May  19  and  the  Christian                  
Ed   Committee   is   doing   the   coffee   after   the   10:15a   service   that   day.  

Evangelism:  Charlie  Wingerd  reported  a  new  member  service  is  being  planned  and  that  June  30  is  the                  
Ross   Twp.   parade   during   which   he   suggests   we   again   serve   hot   dogs,   water   and   iced   coffee.  

MOSJ:  Ben  Engelhard  reported  the  most  recent  breakfast  was  cancelled;  the  next  will  be  in  the  fall.  The                   
MOSJ   will   again   be   serving   brunch   on   Mother’s   Day.  

Finance:    Mark   Anderson   reported   estimates   for   property   &   casualty   insurance   are   being   sought.  

Old   Business:   

Organ  Update:  John  Frantz  reviewed  capital  campaign  cash  has  been  received  in  the  amount  of  $63,404                 
by  84  members  and  friends.  Unpaid  pledges  stand  at  $43,244.  Monthly  pledge  envelopes  will  be  added                 
to  next  year’s  envelope  boxes.  The  original  estimate  for  the  chancel  organ  being  “out  of  service”  due  to                   
renovation  was  October  and  there  are  two  weddings  planned  for  that  month.  Discussion  ensued               
regarding  Mr.  Sterner  not  receiving  some  email  correspondence.  The  issue  seems  to  be  an  issue  on  Mr.                  
Sterner’s  “end”  and  having  to  do  with  accessing  email  via  his  cell  phone.  A  suggestion  was  made                  
regarding  a  point  of  contact  for  the  ongoing  work.  It  was  noted  that  Kathy  Kosowan  has  declined  to  be                    
the   contact.  

Kitchen   update   proposal:   not   discussed  

Choir  Room  Update  including  flooring:  John  Frantz  reported  they  are  awaiting  a  second  bid.  Indexing  the                 
library   will   be   the   next   step   (digital   indexing   is   not   an   option).  

Auditor   Position:   still   to   be   determined.  

New   Business:  

Organ  Work  Proposal  -  new  adjustable  bench:  John  Frantz  made  a  motion  that  a  change  order  be  added                   
to  the  AE  Sterner  Organ  restoration  project  in  the  amount  of  $2,465  to  purchase  a  new  adjustable  bench                   
(with  backrest  and  finished  to  match  console)  to  be  funded  through  the  organ  restoration  fund.  Jeanne                 
Hendricks   seconded   and   the   motion   passed   with   one   abstention   (Mark   Anderson).  

Bus  Trip  Proposal  -  Sights  and  Sounds:  Ben  Engelhard  offered  an  opportunity  for  our  membership  (as                 
well  as  other  churches)  to  participate  in  a  Lenzner  Tour  trip  to  Lancaster  (cost  is  approximately                 
$280/person   which   includes   lunch,   bus,   tickets   for   balcony   seating   to   the   Sights   and   Sounds   show)  

Next   Meeting:   June   3,   2019   at   7:00   pm.  

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Charlie  Wingerd  and  seconded  by  Jess  Freeman.  The  meeting                 
adjourned   at   9:16   pm   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   



 
Respectfully   submitted,  
Matt   Pritchard   via   JH  
Council   Secretary  
 


