
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   of   Perrysville,   Pennsylvania  
DRAFT   Council   Minutes  
Date:    February   3,   2020  
 

Matt  Pritchard,  President;  Dan  Lebak,  Vice  President;  Heidi  Marie  Scarsella,  Secretary;  Susan             
Falk;  John  Halley;  Jeanne  Hendricks;Tina  Dunbar,  Shirley  Mueller,  Rich  Dering,  Michele  Snead             
(new)  and  Katherine  Graham  (new)  were  present.  Pr.  Michael  Robinson,  Pastor  had  not  yet               
returned  from  vacation.  Jen  Harris,  Treasurer;  Mark  Anderson  and  Laurie  Mazure  were  absent              
but   excused.    There   were   no   guests.  

 
Call   to   order   by   Matt   Pritchard:   7:03pm,   followed   by   an   opening   prayer   by   Matt   Pritchard.  
 
Secretary’s   Report   by   Heidi   Marie   Scarsella:  
A   motion   to   accept   the   January   Minutes   as   previously   distributed   was   made   by   Dan   Lebak   and  
seconded   by   Jeanne   Hendricks   was   adopted   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  
 
Correspondence:   Unavailable   to   view   today,   and   will   be   posted    at   the   next   opportunity.  
 
Mr.   Pritchard   delivered   the   President’s   Report   discussing   the   following   points:   
-Reviewed   Weekly   Attendance   and   Giving,   which   was   reported   on   the   Agenda.  
-Routine   and   Regular   Giving   needs   to   continue   to   be   a   focus,   in   terms   of   both   our   expenses   and  
revenue  
-We   were   low   in   attendance   on   February   2nd   and   giving   was   down,   which   was   likely   caused    by  
the   inclement   weather.  
-Working   on   Google   Calendar   for   Council   (available   on   the   website)   with   deadlines,   meeting  
dates,   timing   of   budget   proposal   and   meetings,   and   other   major   events.  
 
-Annual   Meeting:   We   need   to   circulate   the   Word   document   that   Bonnie   uses   to   prepare   the  
Agenda   much   earlier   so   the   Committee   Chairs   can   prepare   and   circulate   well   ahead   of   the  
deadline.  
 
-Council   Training:   The   Synod   is   running   a   training   session   that   will   provide   an   opportunity   for  
break-out   meetings   for   each   office/committee,   different   roles   within   the   church   on   Saturday,  
February   22nd   at   Our   Redeemer   in   McMurray   from   9:00   until   3:00.    The   cost   to   attend   is   a  
free-will   offering   of   $15   per   attendee   -   everyone   is   encouraged   and   welcome   to   attend..  
 
-VISIBLE   (vision-impaired   support   group)   is   considering   moving   to   St.   John;s   from   Berkley   Hills  
Church.    The   group   is   an   appropriate   community-based   organization.    It   intends   to   meet   once   a  
month   on   a   Thursday,   which   would   work   for   us.    The   group   is   run   by   an   ophthalmologist/MD   and  
focuses   on   reading   and   community   mobility.    The   group   is   working   on   becoming   a   non-profit.  
We   may   be   asked   for   meeting   space   in   exchange   for   a   free   will   offering.    Mr.   Pritchard   will   keep  
us   posted.  



 
Lastly,   Mr.   Pritchard   welcomed   new   members   Michele   Snead   and   Katherine   Graham.   We   now  
have   a   FULL   council.   
 
Committee   Reports:  
Worship   and   Music   -    John   Halley   discussed   the   minutes   of   the   Committee   previously  
distributed.     A   discussion   ensued   concerning   a   proposed   concert   by   a   Pittsburgh-based  
HandBell   Choir,   which   cannot   be   accommodated   at   St   John’s   due   to   the   set   up   of   space   in   the  
Sanctuary.   
 
Youth   -   Heidi   Scarsella   (via   Kerry   Anderson)   reported   the   details   of   Kerry   Anderson’s   report  
previously   distributed.   Council   members   commented   that   it   is   great   that   we   are   reaching   out   to  
other   groups.    We   should   reach   out   to   Berkley   Hills   and   St   John’s   of   Hiland   for   our   spring   Bocce  
and   other   fun   joint   activities   among   the   various   youth   groups   .  
 
Christian   Education   -   Jeanne   Hendricks   reported   that   a   memorial   plaque   was   installed   on  
January   26th   commemorating    the   media   improvements   in   honor   of   the   contributions   of   the  
Koerbels.    The   next   meeting   is   February   12th   at    6:30.     There   are   plans   to   have   
5   Confirmation   students   this   year   in   May.  
 
Evangelism   -   Shirley   Mueller   reported   that   Charlie   Wingard   will   continue   to   manage   our   social  
media   (Facebook)   presence.    Anyone   can   forward   photos,   ect.   to   him   to   be   posted   on   our   page.  
Council   members   should   also   follow   and    “share”   to   improve   impact.    We   currently   have   258  
followers.    Mrs.   Mueller   noted   we   had   2   visitors   that   left   their   info   in   the   month   of   January.    Each  
made   an   offering,   and   Mrs.   Mueller   followed-up   with   a   note   to    them.    She   reported   plans   for  
Coffee   Receptions,   noting   that   the   sign-up   sheet   is   at   the   Kiosk.   Please   consider   sponsoring   a  
Coffee   and   let   her   know   if   you   want   to   participate.  
 
Stewardship   -   Susan   Falk   reported   that   the   Committee   has   4   new   members   and   she   is    looking  
for   additional   members.    Mrs.   Falk   met   with   Shirley   Mueller   and   Charlie   Wingert   about   the  
overlap   between   Evangelism   and   Stewardship.    She   also   reported   meeting   with   Pastor  
Robinson   to   discuss   the   activities   of   the   Committee.    Lastly,   she   is   planning   to   have   a   meeting   in  
February.  
 
Social   Ministry   -   Tina   Dunbarreported   that   she   met   with   Pastor   Robinson   to   discuss   defining   her  
role   and   the   activities   of   the   Committee.  
 
WOSJ   -    Katherine   Graham   reported   that   the   7th   annual   Spaghetti   Dinner   is   this   Saturday   and  
she   is   expecting   100+guests.    This   is   the   only   fundraiser   and   the    event   does   take   a   lot   of   help.  
The   doors   will   open   at   4:00   and   have   a   dessert   auction   with    dinner   served   at   5:00.    The   WOSJ  
will   sponsor   Palm   Sunday   Coffee.    The   group   is    gearing   up   for   the   Flea   Market.    Michele   Snead  
will   reach   out   to   Global   Links   to   coordinate   a   volunteer   event.    The   main   communication   for   the  
group   is   email   and   posting   in   the   Bulletin.  



 
 
MOSJ   -    Dan   Lebak   reported   that   the   group   is   having   a   monthly   breakfast   on   Saturday   at   8:00    -  
all   men   are   welcome.    The   Flea   Market   will   be   on   April   18th.   
 
Property   -    Dan   Leback   reported   that   the   warmer   than   expected   weather   should   decrease  
heating   costs   .    He   also   reported   that   we   now   have   a   new   refrigerator    with   ice   maker,   which  
was   donated   by   WOSJ    now   can   hold   40#   of   meatballs!!!!    We   also   have   a   new   griddle   new  
convection   oven.   A   plaque   to   Bill   Unarth   (2   daughters   were   in   attendance)   commemorating   the  
generous   support   for   these   improvements   was   dedicated   at   the   Chili   Cook   Off   event.    Mr.   Lebak  
is   soliciting   volunteers   for   touch-ups   on   paint   in   the   chapel.      We   also   need   to   develop   the   next  
steps   for   lighting   changes   (LED   improvements   needed)   in   the   near   future.    Lastly,   Mr.   Lebak  
reported   that   repairs   to   the    spotlights   for   the   stained   glass   windows   is   being   handled   by   Joe  
Bilogi,   as   the   work   needs   to   be   performed   by   an   electrician   
 
Old   Business:   
-Organ   Update   
 
New   Business:  
There   were   no   items   in   New   Business.  
 
Next   Meeting:   March   2,   2020   at   7:00   pm.  
There   being   no   further   business   before   Council,   a   motion   to   adjourn   was   made   by   Heidi  
Scarsella   and   the   meeting   adjourned   at   7:57   pm   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   
 
Respectfully   submitted,  
Heidi   Marie   Scarsella  
Council   Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


