
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   of   Perrysville,   Pennsylvania  
Council   Minutes  
Date:    August   26,   2019  

Attendees:  

Ben  Engelhard,  President;  Steve  Zinger,  Vice  President;  Jenn  Harris,  Treasurer;  Matt  Pritchard,             
Secretary;  Pr.  Michael  Robinson,  Pastor;  Melinda  Dishong;  Susan  Falk;  John  Halley  and  Mark              
Anderson  were  present.  John  Frantz,  Jess  Freeman,  Laurie  Mazure,  Jeanne  Hendricks  and             
Charlie  Wingerd  were  absent  but  excused.  There  were  no  guests.  The  existence  of  a  quorum                
of   council   was   noted.   

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  undercroft  of  the  church  by  President  Ben  Engelhard  at                  
7:07pm.  

Devotions:  Pastor  Robinson  offer  a  devotion,  starting  with  comments  about  Rally  Day  and              
Christian  Education.  He  continued  with  a  reading  from  Psalm  1  discussing  growing  in  faith.               
Adult  Sunday  School,  Bible  Study  and  Christian  Education  are  all  necessary  in  that  journey.               
Faith  is  like  a  tree  planted  close  to  water,  influenced  by  everyday  living,  learning  and  discovery.                 
Pastor  Robinson  noted  that  faith  nourishes  his  life  and  vitality  and  indicated  that  we  all  must                 
consider  growth  and  faith  throughout  our  adult  lives.  Remember,  Jesus  taught  adults  and              
played   with   children.    The   devotion   concluded   with   a   prayer.  

Pastor’s  Report:  Regarding  the  care  and  concern  list,  Pastor  Robinson  reported  on  is  activities               
through  the  Summer.  He  took  one  week  off  to  attend  a  retreat  for  study.  He  was  also  busy  with                    
the  Fireside  Services.  There  were  a  number  of  deaths  since  our  last  meeting:  Ginny  Koerbel                
(6/17),  Norbert  Bakas  (6/21),  Gladys  Hudnell  (8/5)  and  Lillian  Madara  (8/25).  Pastor  Robinson              
performed  a  non-member  wedding  on  August  10th.  PMR  will  be  off  September  22nd  to  return                
to  the  175th  Anniversary  of  his  first  congregation,  Trinity  Lutheran  in  Magnolia,  Ohio.  Mr.               
Wingerd,  Mr.  Frantz  and  PMR  attending  the  Annual  Synod  Assembly.  The  biggest  news  was  a                
decision  to  sell  the  Synod  building  because  1)  value  of  property,  2)  the  space  is  more  than                  
necessary  for  the  operation  and  3)  the  building  requires  major  updates.  Bishop  Kusserow              
posted  a  video  in  this  regard.  The  Synod  will  use  the  interest  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of                    
the  building  to  pay  rent  and  likely  incur  zero  expenses  as  a  result.  Lastly,  the  Synod  is  working                   
on   reducing   its   $250,000   annual   deficit.  

Secretary’s  Report:  Matt  Pritchard  circulated  the  draft  June  3,  2019  minutes  for  review.  A               
motion  to  accept  the  minutes  as  corrected  was  made  by  Mr.  Zinger  and  seconded  by  Mr.                 
Anderson.   The   motion   carried   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jenn  Harris  did  not  distribute  the  August  Treasurer’s  Report,  as  it  has  not                
yet  been  prepared.  She  did  review  the  July  report  and  noted  that  offerings  are  down  against                 
budget  by  about  $6000;  however,  expenses  were  also  under  budget  (but  at  a  much  lower                
amount).    We   are   hoping   that   the   situation   rectifies   itself   through   the   end   of   the   year.  

  A   short   discussion   followed.  

 



President’s  Report:  Ben  Engelhard  reported  planning  for  Rally  Day.  We  need  to  finalize              
promptly.  Shirley  Mueller  was  given  credit  for  developing  some  hand-outs  on  committee  work  at               
St.  John’s.  Mr.  Engelhard  has  had  a  time  consuming  summer,  having  been  unexpectedly  made               
President  of  the  teacher’s  union  at  his  school  in  June.  The  general  election  is  in  March  for  a                   
two-year  term.  The  job  is  bigger  than  he  thought  and  he  is  working  on  getting  into  a  groove.                   
Please   send   him   reminders   if   you   think   it   would   be   helpful.  

Correspondence:  Mr.  Engelhard  reported  receipt  of  correspondence  from  Anchorpoint          
Counseling   Ministry,   Lutherlyn   and   the   McKnight   Meals   on   Wheels.  

Committee   Reports  

Worship  and  Music:  John  Halley  distributed  (electronically)  and  reviewed  the  minutes  from  the              
last  three  Worship  and  Music  Committee  meetings,  asking  for  questions.  The  committee  has  a               
schedule  for  three  concerts,  starting  with  a  flute,  harp  and  horn  trio  on  September  22nd.  We  will                  
be  providing  housing  for  two  days.  Thanks  to  Marilyn  Trapp  for  agreeing  to  host.  The  other                 
concerts  will  be  in  December  and  March.  The  committee  has  not  received  any  interest  in  the                 
Handbell  Choir  director  position  and  intends  to  advertise  through  the  Synod  until  a  director  is                
identified.  

Mr.  Halley  indicated  that  it  is  the  position  of  the  committee  that  we  should  move  to  a  single                   
service   on   Sundays.  

A  discussion  about  an  acoustic  Chicago  Folk  Mass  style  service  was  considered  for  the  Fireside                
services.  Attendance  a  regular  services  in  the  Summer  has  been  low.  The  committee  is  aware                
that  we  will  not  be  able  to  use  the  organ  during  Advent  (including  the  Pageant)  and  is                  
considering   different   styles   of   music   during   the   organ   restoration.  

Youth:    NO   REPORT  

Christian   Education:    NO   REPORT   

Evangelism:    NO   REPORT  

Finance:    NO   REPORT  

Stewardship:    NO   REPORT  

Social   Ministry/WOSJ:     NO   REPORT  

MOSJ:  Mr.  Zinger  reported  that  the  MOSJ  are  gearing  up  for  the  Rally  Day  picnic.  It  is  working                   
on  a  schedule  for  Saturday  Breakfasts.  The  golf  outing  is  this  Saturday  (5  foursomes  and  2                 
threesomes)   -   Andy   A.   is   still   looking   for   more   participants.  

Property:     NO   REPORT   

Old   Business:   

Organ  Update:  The  Organ  project  has  been  taken  over  by  the  “partner”  of  Al  Sterner,  Ray  Colby,                  
following  Al’s  untimely  death.  There  has  been  a  slight  price  increase  as  a  result  of  the                 
unanticipated  change  (~$5K).  Colby  will  be  tuning  all  of  the  “C”s  starting  before  Rally  Day.                



Releathering  will  occur  starting  in  January  and  run  through  March.  Mr.  Pritchard  offered  some               
further  details  of  the  status  of  the  project  and  an  intended  Temple  Talk  on  Rally  Day  to  update                   
the   Congregation.  

Kitchen  Update  Proposal:  Dan  Lebak  has  received  a  proposal  for  all  of  the  needed  appliances                
totaling  about  $16,000.  Jenn  Harris  is  awaiting  final  details  and  noted  that  the  money  for  the                 
project   has   been   budgeted.    Messrs.   Engelhard   and   Zinger   will   follow-up   with   Mr.   Lebak.  

Choir  Room:  The  room  is  finished.  Special  thanks  to  Joe  and  Donna  Balogi  and  Jack  Mueller                 
for   all   of   their   hard   work   with   the   files!  

Auditor:  Mr.  Zinger  has  been  keeping  up  with  the  monthly  review  and  is  still  looking  for  a                  
permanent   replacement.  

Landscaping:  Sue  Glessner  is  still  interested  in  completing  the  project  previously  discussed.             
The  landscaper  has  indicated  that  the  moisture  problem  was  the  result  of  poorly  located               
downspouts  and  is  not  a  foundation  issue.  Mr.  Balogi  may  have  some  input/information  on  this.                
Since  the  money  has  been  budgeted,  Council  agreed  to  move  forward  once  it  is  confirmed  that                 
the   moisture   issue   does   not   need   a   more   permanent   remedy.  

Sights  &  Sounds  Bus  trip:  the  Fall  trip  as  been  tabled  in  favor  of  assessing  the  viability  of  a                    
Spring   trip.  

Mr.  Halley  raised  the  issue  of  the  hiatus  in  light  of  our  previous  discussions  on  the  need  to                   
increase  participation  on  committees  during  the  retreat.  He  suggested  that  we  need  to  raise  the                
expectation   to   the   entire   congregation.    A   discussion   ensued.  

New   Business:  

Consolidation  of  Sunday  services:  A  discussion  ensued  about  the  recommendation  of  the             
Worship  and  Music  Committee’s  position  that  the  Sunday  services  be  consolidated.  Average             
attendance   has   been   at   17   for   some   time.    A   respectful   discussion   ensued.  
 
Mr.   Zinger   made   a   motion   to   consolidate   the   8   am   and   10:15   am   services   into   one   service  
beginning   at   10:00   am   and   to   keep   the   start   of   Sunday   School   at   9   am,   beginning   Sunday,  
December   1,   2019.    Mr.   Pritchard   seconded   the   motion.    Mr.   Pritchard   then   moved   to  
immediately   table   the   motion,   which   was   seconded   by   Mr.   Anderson.  
 
Mr.   Pritchard   made   a   motion   to   call   a   special   meeting   of   Council   for   the   purpose   of   considering  
the   previous   motion   on   service   consolidation   for   Sunday,   September   8,   2019   at   12:15pm   in   the  
Haas   Room,   which   was   seconded   by   Mrs.   Falk.    The   motion   carried   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  
 
Mr.   Anderson   made   a   motion   to   authorize   the   expenditure   of   $600   from   benevolence   to   support  
the   Anchorpoint   Counseling   Ministries   Golf   Outing,   which   was   seconded   by   Mr.   Zinger.    The  
motion   was   approved   by   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

 

 



Next   Meeting   (SPECIAL):   September   8,   2019    at   12:15   pm.  

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Zinger  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Falk.  The  meeting  was                  
adjourned   at   8:52   pm   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   

 
Respectfully   submitted,  
Matt   Pritchard  
Council   Secretary  
 


