
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   Council   Minutes,   April   6,   2020  

(Week   four   of   COVID19   “Stay   at   Home”   Order)  

  

Present:  Pastor  Mike,  Matt  Pritchard,  Dan  Lebak,  Jeanne  Hendricks,  Jen  Harris,  John             
Halley,  Susan  Falk,  Tina  Dunbar,  Michele  Snead,  Katherine  Graham,  Rich  Dering,            
Laurie   Mazur,   Shirley   Mueller   and   Mark   Anderson.    Absent:    Heidi   Scarsella  

  Call   to   Order:    Matt   Pritchard   called   the   Zoom   meeting   to   order   at   7:05   pm.  

Devotions:  Pastor  Mike  gave  a  devotional  on  an  article  he  read  entitled  “Does              
Christianity  Offer  an  Answer  to  the  Corona  Pandemic?”  he  read  Psalm  22  and  followed               
with   a   prayer.  

 Pastor’s  Report:  Pastor  said  he  misses  the  congregation  and  looks  forward  to  seeing               
everyone  in  person  again.  He  has  been  busy  writing,  recording  services  on             
Facebook/You  Tube  and  calling  parishioners.  He  has  had  some  feedback  on  the  “new”              
formats  and  will  be  trying  something  different  for  Maundy  Thursday’s  7  p.m.  service.  He               
will  do  a  traditional  service  for  Good  Friday  to  be  aired  at  7  p.m.  and  Easter  Sunday  at                   
9:15  a.m.  He  encouraged  us  to  “share”  the  Facebook/You  Tube  with  friends  and  family.               
He  announced  the  tragic  passing  of  Tom  Sheran.  There  are  no  plans  at  this  time  for  a                  
service  (due  to  COVID19),  but  a  “drive  by  visitation”  has  been  organized  to  take  place                
outside  their  house  on  April  7  and  April  8  from  2  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  The  Synod  Assembly                   
has  been  postponed,  most  likely  until  fall.  He  thanked  all  those  helping  with  the               
broadcast  of  services  (in  particular,  Charlie  Wingerd,  Andy  Andrekovich  and  John            
Frantz)  

  Secretary’s   Report:    Tabled   to   next   month   in   Heidi   Scarsella’s   absence   

President’s  Report:  Matt  Pritchard  reported  190  Facebook  views,  new  insurance           
coverage  was  signed  and  mentioned  a  suggestion  to  update  the  policies  and  procedure              
manual.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jen  Harris  had  previously  provided  electronic  copies  of  the            
Treasurer’s  Report  (attached).  Jen  reported  that  giving  for  March  and  the  first  week  of               
April  was  good,  considering  the  circumstances.  Expenses  are  down  due  to  John             
Thickey  not  being  paid  while  we  are  “off”  (per  his  request).  The  Finance  Committee  met                
earlier   today   via   electronic   means.  



  Committee   Reports   (committees   not   listed   below   had   no   reports)  

 Worship  and  Music:  John  Halley  reported  the  Committee  did  not  meet  in  April,  will  try                 
to  meet  in  May  and  the  March  15  concert  was  successful  (They  raised  more  money                
than   the   cost   of   the   concert.).  

Youth:  Kerry  Anderson  had  previously  provided  electronic  copies  of  the  Youth  Report             
(attached).  

Christian  Education:  Jeanne  Hendricks  reported  the  committee  has  been  meeting  via            
email  and  phone,  Kerry  Anderson  is  posting  weekly  children’s  sermons  at  10  a.m.  each               
Sunday  on  Facebook,  Shirley  Mueller  is  emailing  K-6 th  Grade  families  each  Sunday  at              
10  a.m.  with  links  for  activities,  devotions  and  videos  related  to  the  Gospel,  Jess               
Freeman  has  been  teaching  Confirmation  via  various  electronic  means,  Jeanne  and            
John   Halley   have   been   in   contact   with   their   adult   classes   via   email.  

Evangelism:  1.  An  email  was  sent  to  the  congregation  regarding  emails  from  Augsburg              
Fortress  for  daily  Christ  in  Our  Home  Devotions  and  also  a  weekly  email  message.  .                
Sign  up  is  online  through  Augsburg  Fortress.  2.  Kerry  provided  a  list  of  shut-ins  and                
“senior”  members  for  youth  to  send  notes  and  cards  during  these  uncertain  times.              
Confirmation  Class  is  participating  in  this  outreach.  3.  Council  members  are  encouraged             
to  “Like”  and  “Share”  and  provide  comments  with  online  services  and  Kerry’s  Children’s              
Sermons  to  show  support  of  the  online  ministry.  The  number  of  views  for  this  outreach                
has  been  tremendous.  4.  Although  the  church  building  is  closed,  the  cloth  on  the  Cross                
in  front  of  the  church  will  be  changed  from  purple  to  black  to  white  as  is  done  every  year                    
as   a   symbol   to   the   local   community..   

  Stewardship:    Susan   Falk   reported   a   letter   will   be   going   to   the   congregation   soon.  

Women  of  St.  John’s  (WOSJ):  Katherine  Graham  announced  the  April  Christian  Closet             
sale   and   the   Palm   Sunday   coffee   were   cancelled   (due   to   COVID19).  

 Property:  Dan  Lebak  reported  that  Pastor  Robinson  requested  lighting  in  the             
Sanctuary   be   assessed.  

Men  of  St.  John’s  (MOSJ):  Dan  Lebak  reported  several  of  the  men  delivered  supplies               
to  the  Pleasant  Valley  Shelter  on  March  25,  the  April  Flea  Market  was  cancelled  and  the                 
fall   Flea   Market   date   has   yet   to   be   determined.  

Finance:  Jen  Harris  reported  that  the  Finance  meeting  held  prior  to  today’s  Council              
meeting  had  a  suggestion  for  a  vote  to  increase  our  ELCA  Mission  Support  by  $1,000                



(from  $6,000  to  $7,000).  Mark  Anderson  and  Matt  Pritchard  reported  we  are  in  a  strong                
cash  position  and  that  distributions  should  be  ok.  Mark  reported  the  Fund  Review  for               
March  that  is  to  be  received  in  a  few  weeks  is  estimated  to  be  down  about  20%  but                   
should  return  to  normal  by  the  end  of  the  year  or  early  next  year.  There  was  unanimous                  
agreement  to  table  the  decision  regarding  the  increase  in  Mission  Support  to  next              
month  per  Dan  Lebak’s  and  Katherine  Graham’s  suggestion  to  give  more  time  to              
determine  our  financial  position  during  the  pandemic.  Jen  made  a  motion,  seconded  by              
Mark  Anderson  for  the  2019  interest  from  the  Schran  Fund  be  distributed  50%  to  Youth                
(for  the  2021  Youth  trip)  and  50%  to  Capital  Improvements.  The  motion  passed              
unanimously.  (Each  entity  will  receive  approximately  $2,300.)  Jen  reported  that           
another  Finance  suggestion  was  to  allocate  Thrivent  Choice  Dollars  typically  allocated            
to  Youth  to  the  Operating  Fund.  Jen  made  a  motion  that  April  and  May  Thrivent  Choice                 
Dollars  be  credited  to  the  Operating  Fund,  the  motion  was  seconded  by  Jeanne              
Hendricks   and   passed   unanimously.  

Old   Business  

1.  Organ  update  –  Matt  Pritchard  reported  that  Ray  Colby  has  removed  the  leather               
pouches   to   work   on   in   his   shop   and   will   return   them   later.   

New   Business  

1.  Payroll  loans  –  Matt  Pritchard  had  a  question  regarding  eligibility  for  grants  and               
assistance  for  payroll  from  the  government.  Mark  Anderson  reported  that  the  CARES             
Act  does  qualify  churches  for  loan  payments  of  payroll,  utilities  and  mortgages  via  an               
application  process  through  a  bank  between  April  3  and  June  30,  2020.  The  Finance               
Committee  did  not  feel  it  was  necessary  to  apply  at  this  time,  but  a  suggestion  was                 
made  and  agreed  unanimously  by  Council  that  the  Finance  and  Executive  Committees             
could   meet   in   emergency   session   if   our   financial   situation   changes.  

  Next   Meeting:    May   4,   7:00pm  

The   meeting   adjourned   at   7:52   p.m.   and   closed   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   

Respectfully   Submitted,  

Jeanne   Hendricks   for   Heidi   Scarsella  

 


