
St.   John’s   Evangelical   Lutheran   Church   of   Perrysville,   Pennsylvania  
Council   Minutes  
Date:   April   1,   2019  

Attendees:  

Ben  Engelhard,  President;  Steve  Zinger,  Vice  President;  Jenn  Harris,  Treasurer;  Matt  Pritchard,             
Secretary;  Pr.  Michael  Robinson,  Pastor;  Melinda  Dishong;  John  Frantz;  Susan  Falk;  John             
Halley;  Jeanne  Hendricks;  Mark  Anderson;  Laurie  Mazure  and  Charlie  Wingerd  were  present.             
Jess   Freeman   was   absent   but   excused.    There   were   no   guests.  

Secretary   Matt   Pritchard   noted   the   existence   of   a   quorum   of   council.   There   were   no   guests.  

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  in  the  undercroft  of  the  church  by  President  Ben  Engelhard  at                  
7:05pm.  

Devotions:  Pastor  Robinson  offer  a  devotion,  discussing  the  fact  that  April  Fool’s  Day  was  a                
high  holiday  in  his  youth.  Pastor  Robinson  then  read  Paul’s  letter  from  1  Corinthians  4:10  and                 
discussed  that  the  values  of  the  world  make  Christians  appear  foolish  -  power  versus  giving;                
security  versus  taking  risks  -  revenge  versus  reconciliation  -  all  strange  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,                  
yet  we  are  fools  for  the  sake  of  Christ.  Pastor  then  closed  by  noting  that  April  1  is  often  around                     
Easter  in  Russia,  which  has  a  tradition  of  telling  jokes  to  celebrate  the  enormous  joke  played  on                  
the   Devil.  

The   devotion   concluded   with   a   prayer.  

Pastor’s  Report:  Regarding  the  care  and  concern  list  (Bob  Buck  Sr.  -  Passavant,  to  be  released                 
tomorrow;  Ruth  Muller  -  Vincentian;  Lorraine  Chappel  -  hip  surgery;  Mitzy  Lentzer  -  hip  surgery;                
Nobert  Bakas  -  still  in  hospice  going  on  14  months;  and  Bill  Unrath  (89)  and  Elinor  Irvin  who                   
both  passed  in  March),  Pastor  Robinson  reported  that  our  Lenten  Midweek  Services  are  going               
well  with  2  services  remaining.  Pastor  reported  that  he  will  be  on  leave  for  Continuing                
Education.  Pastor  Strobel  will  handle  Wednesday  and  Sunday  services  and  Page  Creach             
(Presbyterian  Minister)  will  handle  Saturday  evening  service.  Pastor  Bill  Diehm  from  St.  John’s              
Highlands  will  be  on  call  for  emergencies.  Pastor  reported  that  he  will  return  Tuesday.  He                
noted  being  interviewed  by  Living  Lutheran  Magazine  about  forgoing  use  of  plastics,  in  which               
Psalms  24  was  quoted  and  that  the  National  Youth  Gathering  in  Houston  did  not  involve                
disposable   water   bottles,   which   is   the   right   direction   to   take.  

Secretary’s  Report:  Matt  Pritchard  discussed  the  March  minutes  previously  distributed           
electronically   for   review.   

A  motion  to  accept  the  minutes  was  made  by  Mark  Anderson  and  seconded  by  Steve  Zinger.                 
The   motion   carried   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

Treasurer’s  Report:  Jenn  Harris  distributed  and  reviewed  the  preliminary  Treasurer’s  Report            
with  giving  slightly  ahead  of  budget  for  the  year.  She  noted  that  a  new  account  for  the  Chancel                   
Organ  Fund  had  been  created  and  that  amounts  in  800110,  800153  and  800410  were  moved                
into  the  new  account.  The  only  “out  of  the  ordinary”  expense  was  the  new  water  heater.  There                  
were   no   questions.  



President’s  Report:  Ben  Engelhard  reported  that  the  next  meeting  will  be  the  retreat  with  14                
people  confirmed  to  attend.  Mr.  Engelhard  indicated  the  need  for  a  hard  count  for  food                
preparation  and  encouraged  all  committees  to  meet  before  the  retreat.  The  agenda  for  the               
retreat  has  already  been  distributed.  The  MOSJ  will  start  breakfast  around  8am.  Mr.  Engelhard               
noted  contributions  and  pledges  in  excess  of  $100,000  for  the  Organ  Restoration  Fund,  that  we                
need  a  small  push  for  the  last  ~$20,000  and  that  we  will  be  moving  forward  immediately.  He                  
indicated   that   he   was   quite   pleased   with   the   progress   of   the   project.   

Correspondence:  

Mr.  Engelhard  reported  receipt  of  thank  you  letters  from  Highmark  Caring  Place  ($500)  and  the                
North   Hills   Food   Bank   (~$3000).  

 

Committee   Reports  

Worship  and  Music:  John  Halley  distributed  (electronically)  and  reviewed  the  minutes  from  the              
last  Worship  and  Music  Committee,  reviewing  the  job  description  for  the  Director  of  the  Handbell                
Choir.  It  is  the  view  of  the  committee  to  advertise  the  position  at  $14.25/hour  with  activities                 
projected  between  September  through  May/june.  The  committee  would  expect  approximately  1            
performance  per  month  based  on  interest.  Mr.  Frantz  is  addressing  funding,  which  may  come               
from  the  Schran  fund  interest  ($2600/year).  The  Fund  would  cover  most  of  the  expense  for                
2019  and  we  will  need  a  budget  amount  and  funding  source  (~$3000/year  expected)  for  2020.                
The   committee   is   being   planning   and   consideration   to   replace   Mr.   Thickey.   

The  Hot  Metal  Brass  Band,  lead  by  Jim  Stillwagon  will  perform  Sunday,  April  28th  at  3pm.                 
Payment  will  come  from  the  monies  remaining  from  the  Wittenberg  University  Choir             
performance   and   budget.  

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Halley  to  advertise  (internally  first)  the  Director  of  the  HandBell  Choir                  
at  $14.25/hour,  as  recommended  by  the  committee  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Harris.  The  motion               
was   approved   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  

Youth:  Melinda  Dishong  (for  Jessica  Freeman)  reported  that  the  30-Hour  Famine  was  shortened              
to  an  overnight  due  to  attendance  but  the  9  youth  attendees  had  a  terrific  time.  The  event                  
started  at  Urban  Air  Trampoline  Park  and  continued  at  church  learning  about  hunger  in  the                
Democratic  Republic  of  the  Congo.  The  youth  raised  almost  $400  for  World  Vision.  Upcoming               
events  include:  Youth  Committee  Meeting  -  Sunday,  April  7,  2019;  Flea  Market  support  and               
service  -  April  6,  2019;  Little  Lutheran  Egg  Hunt  -  April  14,  2019;  Confirmation  Camp  -  April                  
26-28,   2019   (Camp   Sequanota);   and   Youth   Lead   Service/Seder   Meal   -   May   5,   2019.  

Christian  Education:  Jeanne  Hendricks  reported  that  there  will  be  no  Sunday  School  on  April  21.                
Confirmation  camp  will  be  April  26-28  at Sequanota  Lutheran  Conference  Center  and  Camp .              
She   anticipates   Confirmation   of   three   students   on   May   19.  

Evangelism:  Charlie  Wingerd  reported  that  an  article  on  forgoing  one-time  use  plastic  appeared              
in  the  Tribune  Review  featuring  Pastor  Robinson  and  received  52  shares  on  our  Facebook  page                
and  was  also  picked  up  by  Living  Lutheran,  which  also  quoted  Pastor  Robinson.  We  had  2                 
funerals  in  March  and  Mr.  Wingerd  noted  that  the  previous  generation  is  passing  too  fast.  Mr.                 



Wingerd  summarized  some  of  the  postings  on  our  Facebook  page  (attached).  Mr.  wingerd  that               
we  are  becoming  a  society  of  non-followers  requiring  that  we  consider  focusing  on  mission               
projects  within  the  community,  as  it  is  difficult  for  us  to  convey  our  message  of  hope,  as  recited                   
in  our  Mission  Statement.  Lastly,  he  noted  the  recent,  regular  attendance  of  a  friend  of  a  choir                  
member   and   a   younger   couple,   as   well.  

Finance:  Mark  Anderson  did  not  have  a  report,  except  to  note  that  he  would  discuss  whether  a                  
Square  device  might  be  helpful  in  accepting  payments  for  events  such  as  the  Flea  Market                
during   the   retreat.  

Stewardship:  Steve  Zinger  reported  working  on  a  committee  meeting  next  Sunday  and  has              
secured   attendance   commitments   from   a   couple   of   congregants.  

Social   Ministry/WOSJ:     NO   REPORT  

MOSJ:  Steve  Zinger  reported  that  the  meal  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  shelter  had  been  managed  by                 
the   MOSJ   last   Thursday   and   that   the   Flea   Market   will   be   held   on   Saturday.  

Property:  Steve  Zinger  did  not  have  a  report,  except  to  note  that  removing  a  few  maple  trees  in                   
the   cemetery   is   being   evaluated.  

Old   Business:   

Organ  Restoration  and  Financing  Update  -  Mr.  Frantz  distributed  a  report,  which  did  not  reflect                
posting  from  earlier  today.  We  are  at  95%  funding  for  the  project  based  on  sizable  pledges  plus                  
one  time  contributions.  The  fund  is  now  at  $144,500,  which  is  great  movement.  The  Campaign                
Committee  met  last  Sunday  and  is  sending  out  a  letter  to  everyone  encourage  giving,  as  every                 
gift  counts.  The  committee  is  working  on  100  family  count  target  -  we  have  41  pledges  plus  30                   
one-time  givers,  so  pledges  may  exceed  expenses.  It  may  not  be  necessary  to  have  a                
fundraiser   and   a   celebration   dinner   is   being   considered   with   guarded   optimism.  

Kitchen   Update   Proposal   -   tabled   for   consideration   of   budget.  

Choir  Room  Flooring  Update  -  The  preparation  work  is  largely  complete.  We  still  need  a  second                 
bid  for  the  flooring,  which  will  happen  after  Easter.  Sheet  music  refiling  is  being  planned  and  a                  
digital   inventory   management   system   is   being   considered.  

Auditor  Position  Update  -  Mr.  engelhard  reported  that  no  one  has  expressed  any  interest  yet.                
He  also  indicated  that  the  duties  of  the  auditor  were  well-documented  by  Dave  Blumer  and                
Blake   Harbaugh.    The   issue   will   be   discussed   at   the   retreat.  

Organist  Position  Committee  Formation  -  Mr.  Engelhard  indicated  the  need  for  the  formation  of               
a  committee  to  be  assembled  and  planning  work  needs  to  be  done  in  anticipation  of  Mr.                 
thickey’s   departure.  

New   Business:  

Execution  of  Organ  Restoration  Contracts  -  Mr.  Zinger  moved  to  authorize  Mr.  Engelhard  to  sign                
both  contracts/agreements  (Walker  and  Sterner)  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Frantz.  The  motion              
was   approved   on   a   unanimous   voice   vote.  



ELCA  Mission  Support  Commitment  -  Mr.  Frantz  discussed  our  stewardship  to  the  SWPA              
Synod/ELCA,  which  previously  was  funded  out  of  our  budget,  the  GSJF  and  individual  giving.               
Last  year  our  giving  was  ~$8000,  $1000  from  the  operating  budget,  $6000  from  the  GSJF  and                 
approximately  $1600  from  individual  designated  giving.  Mr.  Frantz  also  noted  the  grant  we              
received   from   the   SWPA   Synod   for   kitchen   improvements.  

Mr.  Frantz  moved  to  authorize  $9000  in  financial  commitments  to  Mission  Support  paid  in               
quarterly  installments  (as  later  clarified  in  an  email  dated  April  5,  2019  at  2:12pm)  from  the                 
following  sources:  budgeted  benevolence  $2000  (originally  $1000),  GSJF  allocation  $6000           
(originally  $7000)  and  designated  member  giving  $1000  (no  change)  and  was  seconded  by  Mrs.               
Harris.    The   motion   was   approved   with   one   “No.”  

A   discussion   followed   concerning   benevolence   and   the   Synod   budgeting   process.  

REMINDER :   Council   Retreat,   Saturday,   April   13,   2019   at   8:00am   at   St.   John’s.  

Next   Regular   Council   Meeting:   May   6,   2019   at   7:00   pm.  

 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Mr.  Zinger  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Halley.  The  meeting                 
adjourned   at   8:35pm   with   the   Lord’s   Prayer.   

 
Respectfully   submitted,  
Matt   Pritchard  
Council   Secretary  
 


